
Problem-Based Culture Instruction: Engaging Real-World Issues in the 

Language Classroom 

Presenters: Stacey Margarita Johnson and teacher candidates from Hope College  

 

Part 1: A Problem 

 

 

Despite controversy and attempts to change policy, the US has no 

official national language. Should we have an official national language? 
 

 

Working with your groups, complete the following steps: 

1- Read the background information found on the second page of this packet.  

 

 

2- Each member of your group should find an additional resource that helps to contextualize 

or explain the issue. Present and summarize your resource for your group. 

 

 

3- As a group, address the problem. Write a group position statement that addresses the 

controversy effectively. 

 

 

4- Choose a group spokesperson to report your group’s position to the large group. 

 

 

 

Part 2: Reflection & Discussion 

 

 

Individually, reflect on the activity you just did with your group. 

 

     What part engaged you the most? What was most challenging aspect of this activity? 

 

 

 

     Have you ever used case studies or problem-based learning as a teacher or a learner? How did      

that experience go? Was the experience positive or negative? 

 

 

 

 



 

Part 3: The Concept 

 

 

Problem-Based Culture Learning: A student-centered learning model that requires students 
to confront a larger social or political problem in order to effectively communicate about and 
understand real world issues from dynamic perspectives - a process that involves gathering 
resources and collaborating with peers. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

•Teacher presents the problem - a real-world 
issue, controversy, case study, or topic 
 

•Students read or view an introduction to get 
a bird's eye view of the issue 
 

•Students engage in reflective journaling to 
explore previous knowledge and pre-
conceived ideas 

Introduce the Problem 

•Students note textbook activities, resources, 
vocabulary, and language structures that 
would be useful in discussing the issue 
 

•Students do research to find additional 
resources online or in library 
 

•Students give brief individual presentations 
on their additional resources.  

 

 

Explore the Problem 

 

•With all the information and language 
structures available to them, students work 
together to address the issue in the target 
language through a collaborative product 
or process such as: 

•A debate 

• A poster presentation 

•A group presentation 

•A flyer (digital or hard copy) 

Address the Problem 


