
ESL Practicum Advocacy Project 
 
The advocacy project will put you in contact with real world professionals doing field 
research. It is important that this contact with the community reflect the highest standards of 
quality and professionalism. Therefore, teacher contact will have frequent contact with the 
professor to ensure that each stage of the project is mastered before moving on to the next 
step. This means that you will not be allowed to continue with the project if the work is not 
high quality. Rather, you will get feedback from the professor and address any areas of 
concern before moving on to the next part of the project. This project is Pass/Fail. Either 
you complete each step effectively and earn a Satisfactory, or you do not complete the steps 
and earn an Unsatisfactory. 
 
While the process of the project will be tracked with the below checklist, the final grade will 
be assessed with the rubric. 
 
This project has three parts. 

1.) Define the problem. 

Think about issues and problems in ESL education at the level you intend to teach. 

Research the issues. Look at the TESOL advocacy website 

http://www.tesol.org/advance-the-field/advocacy-resources or other places for 

ideas. *Topics will be discussed in class and research presented to the group. Your topic must be 

approved by the professor before continuing to step 2.* 

2.) Interview an ESL or other practitioner. 

Get an inside perspective on the issue by interviewing a professional in the field. The 

interview should be audio or video recorded and submitted as an appendix to the 

report. *We will discuss qualitative research/interview techniques in class. Interviews must be 

conducted and recorded appropriately before you can move on to the next step.* 

3.) Develop a media project. 

Your project should address the issue you chose and incorporate scholarly research 

or other reliable data on the topic. I am open to creativity in what your project is and 

how it addresses the issue. *If the project does not meet guidelines initially, you will be required 

to review and rework the areas of concern in order to get credit.* 

 
Several products will result from your project. Some of these products will be turned in via 
Moodle so only our class will be able to see them. However, the actual media project should 
be available on your blog so that it can be made available to the wider public. The following 
checklist will serve as the grading rubric for the project. Each category on the checklist must 
be addressed satisfactorily in order to earn a “Satisfactory” on the project. If any category is 
not addressed satisfactorily, the student will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit 
until a “Satisfactory” grade is earned. 

 

http://www.actfl.org/advocacy
http://www.tesol.org/advance-the-field/advocacy-resources


 
Advocacy Project Checklist 
 
 
For Moodle: 
1.) Recording  
This will be actual audio or video recording of your interview with an ESL professional.  
 

_________  Interview recording is of high quality and is clearly audible. The instructor is 
able to understand and review the interview. The recording is of such high quality it is as if 
instructor is sitting in on the interview. 
 

_________  Interview participant is an ESL professional with real world experience. 
 

_________  Interviewer demonstrates knowledge of qualitative research and interview 
techniques such building rapport and asking open-ended, and unbiased questions. See 
handouts from class for more details. 
 

2.) Report  
This will be a written paper turned in via Moodle. 
 

_________  Report is formatted correctly: 2 pages, APA format, double spaced. 
 

_________  Report uses academic English including grammar, mechanics, and content-
specific vocabulary. 

 

_________  Report clearly and accurately describes the issue or problem. 
 

_________  Report introduces the practitioner interviewed and summarizes what was 
learned in the interview. 

 

_________  Report explains the rationale for your media project.  
 

 
For the blog: 
3.) Project  
 The media project, i.e. the webpage, flyer, survey, or whatever you created as part of the 
advocacy project will be available to our class and the public on your blog or linked to your 
blog.  
 

_________  Project develops a product using digital or print media that is a usable resource 
for ESL students, professionals, or other interested parties. 
 

_________  Project demonstrates creativity and attention to detail. 
 

_________  Project effectively addresses the problem or issue stated in the report. 
 

 
 



In class:  
4.) Presentation 
The report and the project will be presented informally in class.  
 

_________  Presentation is well organized.  Knowledge of subject matter is evident. 
 

_________   Teacher candidate presents in a professional manner – dresses professionally, 
uses professional language, and speaks confidently to colleagues on the topic. 
 

_________  All  categories on this check list were evident in the presentation. 
 
 
 
Advocacy Project Final Grade Rubric 
 

 Outstanding Proficient Basic Below 
Expectations 

Professionalism 
50% 
 

Teacher’s 
Role as 
Advocate 

The project clearly 
demonstrates the 
teacher candidate’s 
understanding of 
his/her role as a 
professional within a 
discipline and as an 
advocate for students. 

The project 
demonstrates a sufficient 
understanding on the 
part of the teacher 
candidate of his/her role 
as a professional within a 
discipline and as an 
advocate for students. 

The project 
demonstrates an 
incomplete or inaccurate 
understanding of a 
teacher’s role as a 
professional within a 
discipline and as an 
advocate for students. 

The project fails to 
demonstrates the an 
understanding of the 
teacher’s role as a 
professional within a 
discipline and as an 
advocate for students. 

Legislative 
impact on 
programs 

The project describes 
in detail the positive 
and negative impact 
of policy decisions on 
local programs. 
Effectively seeks to 
address issues through 
grassroots or 
legislative advocacy. 

The project effectively 
seeks to address issues 
through grassroots or 
legislative advocacy. 
Lacks detail about the 
positive and negative 
impact of policy 
decisions on local 
programs. 

The project does make 
clear the connection 
between current issues 
and grassroots or 
legislative advocacy. 
Lacks detail about the 
positive and negative 
impact of policy 
decisions on local 
programs. 

The project makes no 
reference to the 
connection between 
current issues and 
grassroots or legislative 
advocacy. Nor does it 
address the positive and 
negative impact of policy 
decisions on local 
programs. 

Partner 
with 
families 

The project 
demonstrates the 
teacher’s 
understanding of the 
importance of 
partnerships and 
ability to partner with 
families in order to 
advocate for student/ 
community interests. 

The project gives some 
evidence of the teacher’s 
understanding of the 
importance of 
partnerships and ability 
to partner with families 
in order to advocate for 
student/ community 
interests, but lacks clear 
connections. 

The project gives some 
evidence to support the 
teacher’s understanding 
of the importance of 
partnerships OR ability 
to partner with families 
in order to advocate for 
student/ community 
interests. But only one 
or the other. 

The project gives no 
evidence to demonstrate 
the teacher’s 
understanding of the 
importance of 
partnerships nor his/her 
ability to partner with 
families in order to 
advocate for student/ 
community interests.  

Format 
30% 

All the steps on the 
checklist have been 
completely accurately. 
If revisions were 
needed, they were 
completed before 
moving on to the next 
step. 

All the steps on the 
checklist have been 
completely accurately. 
Revisions may have been 
necessary multiple times 
or been completed late. 

Most of the steps on the 
checklist have been 
completely accurately, 
with no more than 2 
steps omitted. Revisions 
may have been necessary 
multiple times or been 
completed late. 

More than 2 steps on the 
checklist were omitted. 
Revisions may have been 
necessary multiple times, 
completed late, or failed 
to have completed 
revisions at all. 

Effectiveness 
20% 

This project has the 
potential to be 
effective in real-world 
situations and has 
been released to the 
public or adopted by 
professionals. 

This project has the 
potential to be effective 
in real-world situations 
but has not been released 
to the public or adopted 
by professionals. 

There are doubts as to 
whether the project has 
the potential to be 
effective in real-world 
situations, and so it has 
not been released to the 
public or adopted by 
professionals. 

This project would not be 
effective in real world 
situations, and so has not 
been released to the 
public or adopted by 
professionals. 

 


