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A multilingual version of  God Bless 
America is sung in a soda commercial at 

the Super Bowl...



Marc Anthony 
sings the national 

anthem at the MLB 
all-star game...



Miss America is American 
born of  Indian descent...



Intercultural Communicative 
Competence

The ability to 
communicate effectively 
and appropriately with 
people from different 
cultures



Effectively…

Valued goals 
or rewards are 
accomplished 



Appropriately

Valued rules, norms, 
and expectations of  the 
relationship are not 
violated significantly. 



Goals for Language 
Requirement

❖ Train students to communicate effectively and 
appropriately with native Spanish speakers

❖ Motivate students to continue

❖ Make language courses a life-changing 
experience



Relevance

❖ Small percentage goes on

❖ Basic fluency takes years

❖ Cultural knowledge can be 
used NOW



Language or Culture?

“In reality, then, the true content of the foreign 
language course is not the grammar and the 
vocabulary of the language, but the cultures 
expressed through that language. It is 
important that students become skilled 
observers and analysts of other 
cultures.” (Standards, pgs. 47-48)



Standards

❖ The National 
Standards

❖ Only one C is 
communication!

❖ Language is 
means, not end



Five New C’s

❖ Context

❖ Complexity

❖ Capacity

❖ Compassion

❖ Conflict

AAUSC 2010 - Critical and Intercultural 
Theory and Language Pedagogy



Transformational Language 
Learning

Same objectives and activities 
as in proficiency-based models

Intercultural competence 
integrated into interpretive 
activities 

Transformational learning as 
the unifying principle



The Transformative Process



Step 1: Preparation
Students need:

a) to understand the larger sociolinguistic, historical, and/or intercultural concepts;

b) to learn L2 structures that help them describe those concepts.



Step 2: Classroom Interaction

In class we do language activities that promote proficiency

Ritmos P 55 intention/impact with nicknames in different 
cultures

P 77 Jesus describes how his name was changed to Jesse in 
an American school



Make connections to language structures and concepts!



Step 3: Connect to Issues
Follow up classroom practice by tying together current course content with larger issues in history or 
current events. 

In a short reflective essay, students begin to explore interdisciplinary concepts and critical thinking.





Ripple Effect

Language study 
changes individuals 
and communities.



Student Responses
1.)What, when, and why do we celebrate? 
http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=il5hwpdJMcg

2.) Class activities that promote proficiency and discuss holidays. In particular, two readings 
about holidays people have mixed feelings about. (National holidays in Argentina and 
Mexico)

3.) Watch 18 minutes of a documentary about Columbus' treatment of the Tainos and write a 
reflective response.


“The Colombus [sic] day was the first day that my homework made me cry.”

“I was very surprised when we did the Columbus Day thing. They killed so many people and 
what they did to them. You think we would learn that in history class, but no. We think of 
him like a good guy. Now it is kind of awkward to celebrate that day.” 

http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=il5hwpdJMcg


Student Responses - Ten
Not to hate on Spanish, but I used to get really mad when I’d 

be driving and I’d see a billboard in Spanish. You know, I 
worked at the zoo for a while, selling little strollers to the 

kids, and we would have a day, we called it Mexican Day, and 
when the kids came in, I’d be talking to the kids, because the 
parents don’t fucking speak English. And I used to get really 

annoyed, like when I’d see a commercial in Spanish. You 
know, last time I checked, this was the United States of 

America… I used to get really annoyed and think, you are over 
here. You learn motherfucking English. I don’t want to have 

to learn shit unless I want to. 



Student Responses - After
Now, as opposed to getting mad when I hear it [Spanish], I try to, 
more than anything, pay more attention to it because I kind of want 
to figure out what they’re saying. It’s kind of flipped. I don’t shun it 
like I did before. 

Outside of class, I work in the produce department. And I was able 
to have a conversation and give directions. I could tell the dude 
where to find the Swiss chard. Like in Spanish. And I was really 
fucking proud of that. You know what I mean? I was really excited! 
That was a really cool experience. When he asked me, my reaction 
was like, “Here, I’ve got a chance! The time is now!” So that was a 
good experienced. My initial reaction wasn’t annoyance. It was, let’s 
see how I do here. I am trying to integrate the things she’s teaching.


